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A¥ . ATCAK  CONSULATE, / ‘
Belize, British Honduras, May 17, 1933.

SUBJZCT: Boundar, 1Line Setween British Honduras and
Guatemala

TH% {GHORABL -
TIA BECRTAXY G0 3PATS,
; A HLNGTON.
! 2L
\
|
\

I have the honor to report that on May 8, 1933,
)
the demargation ér that portion of the boundary line
between Britiah Honduras and Guatsmala, whioh has

never besn survejed was begun iApparently, the -
olaims of the Guatemalsn Government, under the pro- if
3 vislons of the Convention of 18859 with the British -
i Government, were waived, and permission was granted >
to begin the survey and for the Government engineers - 2

of British Honduras to enter Guatemalan territory.
Both Governments have agreed that this portion of
; the boundary is a straight line, approximately 80
| f miles in length, between two established points,
’ i one, on the Graocias a Dios branch of the sarstoon
| River, the other, at Garbutt's Falls, whioh is just
south of Benque Viejo and is the termination of
that part of the boundary whioh has been surveyed.
No Guatemalan engineers are partioipating in the
aotual work of running the line, all of whioh is
being done by the surve ors of the Br;tiah Honduran
Government. The present plan is to start fram each
end of the line and to finish in approximately six

months.
on
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tn the above-mentioned date, the rumning of the
line was offiolally begun from the southern end in
the presenee of the 3urveyor General of British
Honduras, an aocredited engineer of the Guatemalan
Government and the Alcalde of the Village of 3arstoon.
Further developments, with sxmats data ooncerning the
boundary, will be submitted when available.

Respectfully yours,

William M. Cramp,
Anerican Vice Consul.

718.
wMC/G.

I
“’ Lo cnY (4
L g d oTigis
bGL b

[t (In quintuplicate to Department.)
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.Treaty Series No. g (1932)
Exchange of Notes
BETWEEN HIS MAJESTY’S GO\’ERNMENT IN
THE UNITED KINGDOM
and
THE GOVERNMENT OF GUATEMALA

fespecting the .
Boundary between i
British Honduras and Guatemala |

Guatemala, August 25/26, 1931

1 .
Presented by the secietary o Siate jor Foreigu Afjairs
to Parbiument by Comnund of Iis Majesty
LONDON:
PRINTED AND PUBLISHED BY HIS MAJESTY'S STATIONERY OFFICE
76 be purchased directly from 1.\, STATIONERY OFFICE at the following uddresses:
Adastral Ttouse, Kingsway, London, W.C.2; 120, George Street, Edinburgh;
. York Street, Munchesier; 1, St. Andrew's Crescent, Curdifi ;
150 Donegall Squure West, Beltast;
or l!nmugh uny Bookseller

1932 :
Cmd. 4050 Price 34, Net :
. —
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Excuance or Notzs BETWEEN His MaJesTY’s GOVERN- !

MENT IN THE UNITED KINGDOM AND THE GOVERNMENT :

!' OF GUATEMALA KRESPECTING THE BOUNDARY BETWEEN i
! Britiss Hoxnuras ann GUATEMALA, }
T N 3

Guatemala, August 25/26, 1981.

— i

! No. 1.
: My, Grant Watson to Seqor Skinner Klée.

Baitish Legation,

Your Excellency, Guatenala, August 25, 1931,

Ti: boundary beiween British Honduras and the Republic of
Guatemala was 1aid down in the convention between the Republic of
Guatemala and e Mujesty the Queen of Great Britain aud Ireland, :
signed at Guatemali on the 80t April, 1859,(%) article 1 (paragraph 2) !
of which defines the line as *“beginning at the mouth of the River :
Sarstoon i the Buy of Hondoras and proceeding up the mid-channe)
thereof to Gracias i Dios Falle ; then turning tothe right and continning )
by a line drawn divect from Gracias § Dios Falls io Garbutt’s ¥alls on ’ !
the River Belize und from Garbutt's Falls due north until it strikes the
Mexican frontier.” :

! It was fnrther stipulated by article 2 of the convention that ** Tler
i Britannic Majesty and the Republic of Guatemala shall, within fwelve
i - wonths after the exchange of the ratifications of the present conven-

tiow, appoint each a commissioner for the purpose of designating and
marking out the boundary deseribed in the preceding article.  Such
commwissioners shall ascertain the latiinde and longitude of Gracius a
, Dios Falls and of Garbutt’s Falls, and shall cause the line of boundary
between Garbntt’s Falls and the Mexican territory to be opened and
marked where necessary, as a DProfection against future trespass.’’
In consequence joint commissioners were appointed in 1860 for this
purpose, who marked in situ the position of the terminal points of the
southern section of the boundary, namely, Garbutt’s Falls and Gracias
& Dioz Falls. However, the ful) survey of the frontier was not com-
pleted at that time.
The Governients of the United Kingdow and Guatemala are now
dgesirons of completing the demarcation. Ag a first step towards this
purpose, commissioners were reappointed, who met on the Sarstoon ¢
River on the 16th January, 1929, and who_proceeded to inspect the "
terminal points of the southern section of thé Trontier, They inspected

(1) See puge 6, )
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the concrete monument oy the north bank of the Surstoon River at
Gracius i Dios, 900 Yards wprstrenm from the mouth of the Cliocou
l»r;mph. On thie 22,49 Junuary, 1929, they iuspected the piles of stoues
ou either side of the Belize River at Garbutt’s Falls, erected by the
Jomt commissivuers iy 1861, They decided to accept these marks as
indicating the exuct position of the two terminal points.  The marks
were then replucegd by new concrete monuments, erected under the
supervision of the vomiissioners, (he monument at Garbutt's Fulls
Leing placed o1 the southery side of the river, and the former piles of
slones being demolished. Py work, both on the Belize and the
Sarstoon Rivers, was duly recarded in report signed by the gaid
commissiouers ut the Sarstoon River on the 20th May, 1929, of whicl
I'have received ay original signed copy. ,

1 ave the Lonour to inform vour Excellency that T am autborised
by s Majestv's Government in the United Kingdom to confirm, on
their bebalf and i, accordance with article 8, paragraph 8, of the coun-
vention, (*) this rovort as set forth in the dccowpanying copy, duly
vertified by me, o aveept the couerete movnmentg erected Ly the said
commigsioners us correctly marking the terminal points aforesaid, and
to state that they would De glud to receive a similar assurance on the
purt of the Govermment of Guatemgla,

The present note and your Excellency's reply will constitute the
agreement Letweens the Governments of the Tuited Kingdom and
Guatemuly in the matrer,

1 avail, &,
H. A, GRANT WATSON,

—_———

Lnclosure in No. 1.
Report.(?)

W, the commissioners appointed Ly the Govermuents of Guate-
wala and British Houduras (o cestablish the permunent boundary marks
at Garbutt’s Falls, Belize River und at Gracias 4 Dios Falls, Sarstoon
River, met 4t Fallavon, Belize River, on the Tth day of May, 1929.
On the 8ih we proceeded to demolish the pile of stones erected at
Garbutt’s Falls by the cowmissioners of 1861, and to erect in is place
4 concrele monulent besring oy its top two copper plates marked
“Guatemala ” and ** British, TNonduras respectively. We completed
this work on the 10th.  From the 11th to the 15th we were enguged
upon other work for our respective Governments, and on the 16th we
left for Belize, where we arrived on the night of the 20th, Having
made necessury preparations, we left Belize for Saxstoon River on {he
24th and arrived at Gracias & Dios Falls on the 26th. There we erected

(%) See puge 7.~
(3) For Spanish text, sce pago §,

o8 e e bcan

D T
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a momnnent similar {o that al Garbalt's Falls, which we finished on )
the 20th. We then proceeded down the river Lo Sarstoon Bar, where '
We sepatated.
Signed at Sarstoon River Bar this 2911 day of May, 1929,
FERNANDO CRUZ,
Commissioner jor the Government of Guutemala,
FRED W. BRUNTON,
Commisswuer for the Government of Lritish
Honduras,

ot = e,

B e —

No. 2.
Seiwr Shoner Klée to My, Grang Watson.

Scereturia de Relaciones Exteriores,
Schor Ministro, Guatemala, 26 de agosto de 1931,

TrNco el honor de neusar recibo de lu nota de Vuestra Excelencia,
fechiada el 25 del es en curso.

El Gobierno de Guatemalu esti de acuerdo’sn reconocer los mojones
de couerelo erigidas en lus caidus de Gurbutt y en los rapidos de Gracius
o Dios, que Hjuron los comisionados de ambos Gobiernos, Sefnares
Ingenieros Fernando Cruz ¥ Frederick W. Brunton, el 8 y 26 de mayo
ded afio de 1929, entre La frontera de Guatemala Y Belice, scgin consta
en elacte Jevantady en Ja Bans del Rio Sarstoon por ambos delegados,
¢l diz 29 del misino mes. Uiy copia dol Acta, debidamente certificada,
SC acompafin ¢omo anexo.

Lstos Mojones, asi termivados, forman parte de lu linea fromteriza
entre Belice ¥ i Ropitblica do Guatemala,

Aprovecho, &,
A. SKINNER KLER,
(Frauslation.)
Ministry for Forcign Affairs,
Your Excellency, Guatcmnala, August 26, 1931,

T nave the Lonour Lo ackuowledge receipt of your note of the 25th
wstant. ’ : '

The Government of Guatemala agree to accept the concrete monu-

ments erected at Garbutt’s Fulls and the Rapids of Gracias 4 Dios

which were set up by the commissioners of both Governments,
Engineers Fernando Cruz and Frederick W. Brunton, on the 8th and
the 26t May, 1929, ou the frontier between Guatemals and British
Touduras according to the report drawn up at the Surstoon River Bar
Ly Loth delegites on the 20t) day of the same month., A copy of the
report duly certificd is enclosed hicrewith,

These mouuments, thus determined, forin part of the boundary line
Letween British 1londuras and the Repuljic of Guatemala. o

1 avail, &e.
A. SKINNER KLREE,

e, P —‘ ..

- . . e eme o PR 3 JRR—. e T L T]
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Euclosure in No. 2,

L infraserito Subsecretaric de Reluciones Extoriores cerifica - e
bira el efecto ha tenido o lu visty o) uctu que dice : :

" Los suscritos comisionados Y nombrados por Guatemala y
Nonduras Britdnica Pava colucar los mojones definitivos en Gar-
butt’s Falls v en Gracius a Dios, en el rio Sarstin nos reunimos en
Fallubén, sobre ¢l rio Belice, el sicte de mayo de 1929, El ocho
procedinmos o demoler )y pirdmide de piedra coloeada en Garbutt’s
Fulls por os Comsisionndos de 1861, y coustruimos en sy lugar un
nonumento de conereto que Neva en Ja Cara superior dos placas de
cobre  que dicen respectivamente :  * Guatemala ’ Y " British
Honduras.”  Terminamos dicho trabajo e! dfa diez. g once al
uince nos oo Upanos de otros asunios que uos habi, encargado
huestros zobiernos y el diey ¥ osuis salimos para Belice, a donde
leganios e Ja noche dol veine, Después de Lacer Jos preparativos
del citzu el veinticnato salings de Lelice en diveccidn al rio Sarstiny
y legamos o log rapidos de Gracias a Dios el veintiseis. Al se
construyd un monumento senicjante al de Garbutt’s Talls, el cual
quedd terminado el veintinueve, Después caminamos 1io abujo
hasta la Barre de) Sarstin, en donde nos separamos.  Firnunmos Ja

Presenie en I Barra del Surstin e 29 de mayo de 1429, -

() Ferxaxvo Cruz, Com, por el Gob. de Guatemala, (f) Frup W,

Buuenrox. Coms. por ol Gob. de Houduras Britishy.”
Y para agregarls como anexo o bota uiuero 11448, de esta fecha,
extiendo, sello v firo L Presente certificacion, confrontada con su
original, eu lu cindad de Guatemaly, a los veintiseis dius del mes de
agosto de mil novecientos treinty Y uno.

J. ED. GIRON.
(Seal.)

{Translation.)
Tue nndersigned Sub-Seeretary of Toreigu Affuirs certifics : {hat
hie has scon the report, which stutes :

(For Englisli text, see enclosure o No. 1, page 8.)

Aud in order to anmex it as an enclosire to note No. 11443 of this date
1 dvaw up, seul and sizn the present certificate, compared with jte
original, i the City of Guatemala, on the twenty-sixth day of the
wonth of August, nincteen huudred thirty-one.
J. ED. GIRON.
(Seal.)

e e

<t L . . T e ——
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ArreNnix,

Convenrion serwies i basesey axp rue BepusLic op Guarenara,
BLLATIVE 70 tur Boukpary or Buirisy 1lonbunas. (%)
-

Swned at Guatemala, April 80, 1859,

LRatifications crchanged at Guatenala, September 12, 1854.]

Wickias the boundary between Jler Britannic M:ljesty'.s settlc-

tent and possessions in the Bay of Honduras, aud the territories of

ibe Republic of Guatcala has mot yet been ascerlained and narked
ont; Her Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Ireland. and the Republic of Guatemala, being desirous, with
view io linprove and perpetuate the friendly relations which happily
subsist Leiween the two countries, to define the boundary aforesaid,
Lave resolved to conclude a convention for that purpose, and Lave
nained as their plenipotentiaries, that is to say :

Her Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdon of Great'Brit‘uin and

Ireland, Charles Lennex Wyke, Esquire, Her Britannic Majesty’s -

Churgé d’Afaires to the Repablic of Guatemalu ;

Aud his Excollency the President of the tspublic of Guatemuly,

Don Podro de Aycinens, Councillor of State, and Minister for Foreign
Affuirs;

Who, after having comnunicated to sach other their respoctive full
bowers, found iu good and due forn, have agreed upou and concluded
the following ariicles :— -

] ArtroLE 1. . R
1t'is agreed between 1ler Britannic Majesty and the Republic of
Guatemala, that the boundary between the Republic_and the British
Seitlement und Possessions in the Bay of Honduras, as they eoxisted
Jrevious to and on the 1st day of January, 1850, and have continued
to exist up to the present time, was and s as follows (—

Begiuuing at the woutli of the River Sarstoon in the Bay of
Jlondurag, und proceeding up the mid-channel thervof to Gracias 4
Dios Falls; then turning to the right and continuing by a line drawn
divect from Gracias & Dios Palls to Garbutt’s Falls on the River Belize,
and from Garbutt’s Falls duc north until it strikes the Mexican frontier.

1L is sgreed and declared between the Ligh contracting parties that
all the territory to the north and east of the line of boundary above
described belongs to ller Britanmic Majesty, and that all the territory
to the south und west of the same belongs to the Republic of Guatemals,

(1) Signed in Loglish and Spanish., Spanish text not reprinted,

e ——

| e Bt
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ArTicLe 2,

Tler Britanuic Majesty and the Republic of Guatemala shall, withjn
twelve months after the exchango of the ratifications of the Present
convention, appoint each « commissioner for the purpose of designating
and marking out the Loundary described in the preceding article. Sucl,
. comuissioners shall ascerlain the latitude and lougitnde of Gracias 4
b Dios Falls anud of Garlutt's Falls, aud shall cavse the line of boundary

hetween Garbutt’e Falls qnd the Mexicun territory to be opened anil
} marked whore necessary, as a profection against future trespass.

ArricLy 8,

The commizsioners montioned i the preceding article shall meet
at snch place o places ue shull be hereafrer fixed, at the earliest con-
vanient period after they shal] bave Leen respectively named ; and shall,
before proceeding 16 any business make and subscribe a golemnn
decluraiion that they will hupariially and carefully examine and decide,
to the best of thelr Judenent. wid according o justice and equity,
withont fear, favour, or aficction to their own country, upon all the
matters referred to themw for theiy decision ; and sich declaration shall
be entered on the record of their proceedings,

The commissioners shall then, und before proceeding to any ofher
business, name some third person to act as arbitrator or umpire in any
Gase or cases i which they may thanselves diffor in opinion. 1f they
should not be alle 16 neree upon the choice of such a third person, they
el cacl nume w person; and in el and every ease in which the
conmissioners may differ in Gpinion a to the decision whicl; they ought
o give, it shall be determined by lot which of the two persons so0 named
shall be the arbitrator or wmnpire i that particular case. The person or
Persons so to be chosen shall, Lefore proceeding to act, make and
subseribe @ solemn declaration, in a form similar to that which ghall '
aveady have Leen made and subscrihed by the commissioners, whicl
declaration shall also be entered on the record of the proceedings. In
the event of the deatls, ubsence, or capacity of either of such commig-

sioners, or of either of such arbitrators or umpires, or of his omitting, :
or declining, or ceasing 1o act, snolber person shall be named; in the X
kame manner, to act in his place or stead, and ehall make and subscribe i
siich declaration as aforesaid.

Her Britannic Majesty and the Repnblic of Guatemala shall engage i
to consider the decision of the two cormmigsioners conjointly, or of the !
arbitrator or umpire, as the case may be, as final and conclusive o the !
matters to e vespectively yeferred to their decision, and forthwith to i
aive full effect to the sume. i

" ARrricLE 4, .

1 The commissioners heareinbefore mentioned shall make to ench of - !

the respective Governments x joint yeport or ‘declaration, under their i

J hands and seals, wccompanied with a map or maps in quadraplicate f

~(two for each Government), ceriified Ly them lo be true maps of the

;

i

;

- i
Vo e . e

e b e
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boundary defined in the present treaty, and traversed and examined

o # = - o e e

by them. 4
AntICLE 5.
The commissioners and the arbitrator or umpire shall keep accurate - !
records and correct minutes or noter of ull their proceedings, with the i
* dates thereof, and shall appoint and employ such survevors, clerk or A
' clerks, or-other perscug, as they shali find necessary to assist them in q
i the transaction of the husinegs which may come before them. '
,! The sularies of the comnissioners shall be paid by their respective I
i Govermments. The contingent expenses of the commission, including 1
! the salury of the arbitrator or nmpire, and of the surveyors and clerks, i
; shul) be defraved iu equal moieties by the two Governments. i
? ArTIiCcLE 6. ;
i It is further agreed that the chminels in the water-line of boundary :
' described in article 1 of the joesent convention shall be equally free !
: and open to the vessels and boats of hoth parties; and that any islands
: which may be found therein shall helong to that party on whose side of .
: the main navigable chanuel thev are situated. .
: ]
| AnrioLE 7. !
! With the object of practically earrying out the views set forth in {
: the preamble of the present convention, for improving and per- 1
! peluating the friendly velations which at present so happily exist :
: Jietween the two high contraciing parties, they mutually agree con- 1
' jointly to use their hest efforts, by taking adeguate means for establish- :
: ing the easiest conunnnication (either by means of & cart-road, or :
: employing the rivers. or hoth uuited, according to the opinion of the :
] surveying engineers), between the firtest place on the Atlantic coast, R
\ near the settlement of Belize, and the capital of Guatemala ; whereby i
! the commerce of England on the one hand, and the material prosperity )
: of the Repnhlic o the other, cannot fail to be sensibly increased, at the ;
i : same time that the limits of the two countries being now clearly defined, :
: all further encroachments by either party on the territory of the other i
! will be effectnally chiecked and prevented for the future. i
A 4
{ AxmicLE 8. ' ‘:
! Phe present convention shall be vatified, and the ratifications ghall 3
] e exchanged at London or Guatemala as soon as possible within the 4
: spuce of six months. B!
: 1n witness whereof, the respective plenipotentiaries have signed the -
same, and have afiixed thereto the seals of their arms. S ) !

Done at Guatemala, the thirticth day of April, in the year ons
thonsand eight handred and fifty-nine.
; ‘ (L.8.) CHATLES LENNOX WYKE,
! (L.S.) - D. »e AYCINENA. °

,—-—A;.—n,

i304 Wi — 1000 4/32 Y.O.P, 6749 Gp. 34¢.

- —— e

Declassified and Approved For Release 2012/11/28 : CIA-RDP08C01297R000400090002-9



